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Partnering to make food go further
As part of Anti-Poverty Week, Red Cross and SecondBite are launching their new partnership to reduce food waste and improve access to food for vulnerable people.  

Food security is a growing concern for a range of vulnerable people, including those who are homeless, families on low-incomes and disadvantaged migrants. However, in Australia there is an abundance of food and 7.5 million tonnes is sent to landfill every year. SecondBite has tapped into this resource and works with service providers to redirect that food to vulnerable people. 

SecondBite has partnered with Red Cross to expand the distribution of this food to more agencies in Victoria that will deliver it to people in need, and the first municipality targeted is Greater Geelong. 

”SecondBite has developed an innovative model of food re-distribution, SecondBite Community Connect™, which allows regional communities to access local surplus fresh food in a safe and sustainable way.  
“We are thrilled to be partnering with Red Cross and happy that local Geelong Community Food 
Programs will benefit from this pilot,” said Zoe Whyatt, National Manager of SecondBite. 
Red Cross volunteers will play a key facilitation role in expanding the SecondBite Community Connect™ program, linking organisations that donate food to organisations that provide it to people experiencing food insecurity.  

“Red Cross has a long history working with volunteers and our volunteer facilitator model, which has been a key model in delivering programs in Victoria, is central to this partnership. The Red Cross volunteer facilitators will be the contact point for organisations involved in the pilot,” said Eamonn O’Toole, Red Cross Community Services Group Manager.

“This partnership brings many positives. Together we’re reducing food waste which brings with it environmental benefits. We’re providing a sustainable food source to organisations enabling them to provide food to vulnerable people, and allowing their capacity to grow and respond to the increasing need,” said Mr O’Toole. 

“We’re engaging volunteers and building community partnerships at a local level. It’s a very exciting initiative to be part of.” 

Organisations wanting to be involved with this program are invited to contact SecondBite on (03) 9376 3800 for more information, or go to www.secondbite.org. 
For more information contact:
Red Cross – Katie Isaac, 0408 858 255.

SecondBite – Donna Le Page, 0412 797 937.
Media are invited to attend the launch of the SecondBite and Red Cross partnership:

Monday 17 October

1pm to 1:30pm
Geelong Food Relief Centre

8 Freedman St

Geelong North 

23-47 Villiers Street, North Melbourne VIC  3051  GPO Box 9949, Melbourne VIC 3001

Tel +61 3 8327 7700 Fax +61 3 8327 7711    www.redcross.org.au

ABN 50 169 561 394
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