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KENSINGTON-based charity SecondBite has high hopes of breaking its own track record at Flemington this spring carnival, with its partnership with
the Victorian Racing Club again up and running.

The charity, which works year-round to collect and redistribute unused food from markets and caterers, collected more than 2.6 tonnes of food from
spring carnival events last year, but hopes to crack the three-tonne mark in 2009.

Its partnership with the VRC allows SecondBite staff and volunteers to gather the vast amount of surplus food from corporate marquees and
redistribute it to agencies and centres including Doutta Galla Community Health, the Sacred Heart Mission, the Flemington high-rise estate, Western
Outreach, the Wesley Mission and many more.

From those agency hubs the food is delivered to the needy, homeless and disadvantaged across Melbourne.

SecondBite food program manager Russell Shields said the partnership was part of the club's Green Fields initiative, which strives to make the
Melbourne Cup Carnival a greener event.

He said the food they collected from caterers such as Epicure, Peter Rowland, the Big Group and others was "top-end product".

"It's all pre-prepared and vacuum sealed, it's certainly more at the gourmet end of the food we distribute, which is greatly appreciated.
"They are the type of foods the agencies don't normally have the funds to get so it's certainly a nice treat leading up to Christmas."
Some of the food that will be collected includes Austrian sacher tort, Atlantic salmon and Hungarian goulash.

"We are hoping to exceed the amount of food we collected last year because the number of volunteers we have has grown and people are certainly
more aware of the work we do."

SecondBite is on track to collect more than 600 tonnes of fresh nutritious food in 2009.

With the growth of the organisation and of demand for fresh food throughout Melbourne, SecondBite is always on the lookout for new partners,
supporters and volunteers.

To find out more about the organisation, visit www.secondbite.org
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Top product: SecondBite volunteers Connie Siou and William Kimotho hope to collect three tonnes of food at spring carnival events this year. Picture:
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